Fall 2008
Presidential Election
Senator Barack Obama, the Democratic candidate from Chicago, has been
elected President of the United States. The news headlines all over the
country refer to history being made, not only for African Americans, but for
all Americans.
To see how far we’ve come as a nation, let’s take a look back. What was
happening one hundred years ago in this country and in the Viatorian
Community? The best place to find out is The Viatorian, the St. Viator
College journal/newspaper collection. There are always rich and compelling
articles of the times that tell the story. It’s interesting to see how things
have changed (or not).
The year 1908 was a Presidential election year as well – William H. Taft,
Republican vs. William Jennings Bryan, Democrat. Here is the outcome as
written up in the St. Viator College editorial:
(Please see next page …)
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To get a better understanding of Taft’s presidency from 1908-1912, check
out the following link. This website is an excellent source for historical
events. It not only gives a biography of President Taft and what happened
during his term of office, but you can actually hear the speeches during his
presidential campaign. A significant speech is called “The Rise and Progress
of the Negro.”
http://www.authentichistory.com/1900s/1908election/19080805_William_H
_Taft-The_Rise_And_Progress_Of_The_Negro.html
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Doesn’t this make you wonder what the issues will be in 2108 – a hundred
years from now? And what about the technology – how will that develop?

Seasons of Change
As elections promise change, seasons of the year guarantee change. The
following poem, by J. Cosgrove, a freshman at St. Viator College, Class of
1912, could have been written today. Fall colors are always inspiring, year
after year! Numerous poems portraying the seasons are published
throughout the St. Viator College journals. This one was published in the
1908 journal – one hundred years ago! Awe of nature never changes. It is
an unending creative source for all!
(Please see next page …)
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